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On Human Rights

Grand Anse, Grenada

. The United States yesterday
mustered a majority for a human
rights resolution declaring that
members of the Qreanization of

j States will preserve hu-
man dignity and freedom.

Fourteen countries voted in
favor of the U.S.-sponsored resolu-
tion, eight abstained, and three
were absent in voting that followed
eight days of debate by the OAS
=cneral Assembly’s political com-

ittee.

No country voted against the
declaration.

The last sentence in the four-
part document reads: “In particalar
each member state affirms ) its
belief that there are no circum-
stances which justify tortire, sum-
mary convictions or' prelonged de-
tention without frial' contrary to
law.” \

Gale McGee; the U.S. ambassa-
dor to the organization, said the
resolution set only “minimum stan-
dards” for human rights adher-
ence. "

The resolution went to the
final plenary session of the Assem-
bly, where it was assured of getting
the 13 votes necessary for passage

ycause of positions previously tak-
during the debate.

The OAS meeting, which began
jin Grenada June 14, had been split
from the beginning over whether
suppressing terrorism or observing
human rights is more important.

But when the final roll was
called, the military-ruled countries
of the southern zone of South
America, which wanted to place the
emphasis on terrorism, were isolat-
ed and managed to get/only'four
votes for an amendment that would
have made special allowances in
observing human rights for coun-
tries threatened by Marxist subver-
sion.

The(four were Argentina, Uru-
guay,. Paraguay and the amend-
ment’s sponsor, Chile.

Voting In favor of the Ameri-
can resolution were the United
States, Panama, Jamaica, Barbados,
Surinam, Grenada, Costa Rica, Trin-
idad, Mexico, the Dominican Re:
public, Equador, Haiti, Venezuela
and Peru.

The eight countries that ab-
stained were Chile, Paraguay, Gua-
temala, Argentina, Colombia, Bra-
zil, Uruguay and El Salvador, while
Honduras, Nicaragua and Bolivia
were absent.

. The resolution also commeénd-
ed the Inter-American Human
Rights Commission for its investiga-
tions of man_rights viplations,
pringipally i ile, Fyuguay and
Paraguay, and asked all member
stafes to cooperate with the com-
mission by providing it with infor-
mation and to protect individuals
from retaliation for helping with
the investigations.
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